
Pathfinders Resource 

Conservation and 

Development (RC&D) 

was first formed in 1980 

through a cooperative 

effort between the 

United States 

Department of 

Agriculture (USDA) and 

the Natural Resources 

Conservation Service. 

Pathfinders has a Board 

of Directors with up to 

three representatives 

from each of the six 

counties it serves.   

The board of directors 

set policy, priorities, and 

determine the projects 

Pathfinders becomes 

Who We Are 

Tracht Farm cabin provides 
a relaxing location for 
meetings or small group 
gatherings 

Pathfinders RC&D works in partnership with the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service.   

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

1805 West Jefferson ʾ Fairfield, Iowa  52556 ʾ Phone: 641-472-6177 ʾ Fax: 641-472-6211 

www.PathfindersRCD.org 

involved in.  Pathfinders 

staff carry out the 

programs and services of 

the organization. 

The Pathfinders RC&D 

Coordinator, who 

provides technical 

assistance to the 

organization and 

oversees all day-to-day 

operations of the 

organization, is provided 

through the USDA-

Natural Resources 

Conservation Service. 

Pathfinders is a 501c3 

nonprofit corporation. 

Pathfinders RC&D serves six counties in SE Iowa 

Mahaska Keokuk 

Wapello Jefferson 

Davis Van Buren 

Pathfinders 
Quick Facts 

Pathfinders has been in 

existence for 30+ years 

Pathfinders has been 

involved with over 450 

local projects since its 

inception 

Board member 

representatives include a 

county supervisor, Soil 

and Water 

Commissioner, and At-

Large position from each 

county in the Pathfinders 

Service Area 

Pathfinders has a 

fulltime Forestry 

Consultant and Local 

Food Coordinator on 

staff 

Pathfinders provides 

assistance to many 

entities including cities, 

counties, locally 

organized groups and 

individuals 

Pathfinders has secured 

over $29 million in grant 

funds for local projects 

A 130 acre farm was 

donated to Pathfinders 

by Clarence and Ruth 

Tracht  

What We Do 

Pathfinders is involved in 

many different 

community projects and 

partnerships.  Some 

partnerships are short-

term while others last 

several years. 

Pathfinders also provides 

services such as its full 

service Total Forestry 

Program and Revolving 

Loan program.   

 

Pathfinders also 

provides grant writing 

and grant 

administration.  

Project examples 

include: 

 Rural Business Loans 

Tourism 

Value-added agriculture 

Trails 

Local Food 

Non-profit development 

To find out if Pathfinders 
will provide assistance to 
a particular project, 
contact the Pathfinders 
office in Fairfield.      

A spark plug for local area economic 

development, natural resource conservation 

and recreation projects in our six-county area.  

 



2010 Board of Directors 

Davis County 

Dale Taylor, Board of Supervisors 

John Schroeder, Soil and Water Conservation District 

 

Keokuk County 

Ernie Greiner, Board of Supervisors 

Gary Bates, SWCD/Member at Large 

Richard Swanson, SWCD/Member at Large 

 

Van Buren County 

Marvin Philips, Board of Supervisors (Chairman) 

Dennis Gratz, Soil and Water Conservation District 

Kim Steele-Blair, Member at Large 

 

Jefferson County 

Steve Burgmeier, Board of Supervisors (Secretary/Treasur) 

Jeff Fritz, Soil and Water Conservation District 

Ron Blair, Member at Large 

 

Mahaska County 

Willie Van Weelden, Board of Supervisors (Vice-Chairman) 

Joe Blunk, Soil and Water Conservation District 

 

Wapello County 

Steve Siegel, Board of Supervisors 

 

 
The Pathfinders RC&D Board of Directors hold regular 
meetings in February, April, June, August, October and 

December.   The Annual Meeting for the nonprofit 
corporation is held in February. 

 

Current Projects 

Economic Development 
 

Rural Business Revolving Loan 
Program, Area Wide 

Buy Fresh Buy Local, Area Wide 

Hometown Harvest Local Food 
Initiative, Area Wide 

Women in Agriculture Outreach 
Programs, Area Wide 

Maasdam Barn Tourism 
Development Project, Jefferson 
County 

Villages Folk School, Van Buren 
County 

 

Natural Resources 
 

Total Forestry  Program,  Area Wide 
Tracht Conservation Farm, Jefferson County 

Abandoned Mine Land Reclamation, Mahaska &    
Van Buren Counties 

 
 

 
Recreation 

 
Lake Wapello Playground, Davis County 

Fairfield Loop Trail, 
Jefferson County 

Serve Outdoors, Van Buren 
and Jefferson County 

Jefferson County Wellness 
Action Coalition, Jefferson 
County 

 

Ernie Hinkle is a Buy 
Fresh Buy Local 
campaign member and 
local apple grower 

In accordance with Federal Law and the U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disabil-
ity, or marital or family status.  To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA-Director Office of Civil Rights, room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Ave., SW Washington, 
D.C. 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964.  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

 
Pathfinders work is rooted by this concept:  

 
local residents are the best resource to uncover 
opportunities and develop innovative solutions 

to overcome local challenges 
Pathfinders helped secure funds to 
finish the final 3 miles of the 16-mile 
Fairfield Loop Trail 

A rain garden will be 
constructed at Fairfield Middle 
School during the summer of 
2010 

Wind Power Investigation for 
Pekin Schools, Jefferson  
County 

Lake Wapello Wind Turbine, 
Davis County 

Middle School Rain Garden, 
Jefferson County 

Fairfield Go Green 
Sustainability Commission, 
Jefferson County 


